Introduction to Shambhala Day 2010

Shambhala Day is the one day each year that all local centres and groups devote their fund-raising efforts to supporting the centre of the mandala. 

We ask Shambhala Centre Directors and Shambhala Meditation Group Coordinators to let us know the name of someone in your community (it need not be the Director) who will be the Shambhala Day representative. This is the link person for Shambhala Day fundraising. They will help the Shambhala Development Office by coordinating the raising, collecting, and sending back of Shambhala Day gifts from their community. Please e-mail shambhalagenerosity@gmail.com to let us know who will serve as your Shambhala Day representative.
THIS YEAR WE WILL BE FUNDRAISING FOR “OUR FUTURE”. 

This is a new, integrated fundraising appeal that will support both the central services of our mandala, as well as the Sakyong’s deep retreat.
Traditionally when you give on Shambhala Day your contribution helps support the activities of Sakyong Mipham Rinpoche, helps develop and support international programs, curriculum, and other resources, provides support and guidance to centre administrators, and fuels development of our web-based resources and services. 

This year Shambhala Day fund-raising not only supports the core services of the mandala but also the Sakyong's year of retreat. When you ask your community to make a gift it is not just to our behind-the-scenes services but also to support the Sakyong’s deep practice in 2010. A gift on Shambhala Day is a gift to our future and the work the Sakyong is doing in propagating the Vidyadhara’s vision. As such we are calling the combined core services/Sakyong retreat fund-raising the “Our Future” fund.

The funds raised for the “Our Future” fund will go towards the Sakyong’s travel, housing, and staff needs for both North America and Asia during this year of retreat. It will support the vital work of transcribing the commentary that the Sakyong is almost continuously dictating on the Shambhala Terma of the Vidyadhara, and completing the Rigden Lineage thangka (one of the Sakyong’s highest priorities). It will also support our core staff in Practice & Education, Finance & Development, and so on, and includes further development of the Way of Shambhala program.  
On Shambhala Day a new website devoted to Our Future will be launched to illustrate this unified campaign. Individuals considering a donation - and fund-raising coordinators - may wish to view it. 

 

Shambhala's Dana Group has provided resources for Shambhala Day fund-raising which can be found at http://www.shambhala.org/giving/dgresources.php. We hope the talking points listed below also prove helpful. If you have any questions what-so-ever please do not hesitate to be in touch with me.
Yours in the dharma,

Lodro Rinzler

Development Officer

Shambhala

Talking Points for Shambhala Day Fundraising 2010

Our Future: Building Strength in the Year of Retreat

I highly recommend you check out a video outlining how to give a Shambhala Day fund-raising pitch, especially Step 3. All the steps combined only takes 10 minutes to view. This set of videos can be found at http://www.shambhala.org/giving/pitchvideo.php.
A recommendation I received was that there are five points to hit on:

1) This is why I'm talking to you.

2) This is specifically what I'm asking you to do.

3) This is specifically why.

4) Here's exactly how you do it.

5) Thank you very much.

Please take as much or as little of the below as is helpful.
1) Why I’m talking to you:  

· our Shambhala Center is part of a greater network, known simply as Shambhala [previously known as Shambhala International] 

· this entity funds the travel and teachings of the Sakyong as well as his core staff, both the staff that travels with him and people working worldwide to bring us the curriculums we receive, pivotal programs hosted throughout the mandala, help with our center’s financial reporting, and more

· the core services of Shambhala are dependent on the generosity of its members, just as our local Shambhala Center is

· this year is unique in that the Sakyong is in retreat

2) This is what I am asking you to do: 

· make a one-time donation or begin a recurring donation of at least $10 a month to Our Future, a fund established for this unique year. All gifts that flow into this fund support:

· travel, household, and staff needs for the Sakyong's retreat

· transcribing the commentary on the Shambhala Terma of the Vidyadhara

· completing the Rigden Lineage thangka for all our centres
· our core staff in Practice & Education working on the new curriculum

...and a number of other core expenses for Shambhala. At the end of the year you can continue your monthly offering if you wish in the form of a recurring donation to Shambhala.

3) Why? 

During this year of retreat the Sakyong has asked us to join him in deepening our practice and strengthening the foundations for building Shambhala. Based on the magic that took place throughout the mandala this summer at Sangha Retreats and Scorpion Seal Assemblies we can expect the terma of the Vidyadhara to reveal itself more and more. This is a powerful time to build an even stronger foundation for the years ahead. While Shambhala has managed to stay debt-free while maintaining its existent services for all Shambhala Centres it needs a boost of support to remain that way. 

We can expect the Sakyong to return with even greater inspiration for moving the vision of Shambhala forward. We want to be ready to support him as he leads us into our future. A gift to Our Future forms a karmic connection between each patron and the Sakyong’s retreat. 

4) How can I help?
- fill out the pledge card today and hand it to _____________ (Center treasurer or Center Director) - even if you do not have your banking information or visa card today.  Please include a phone number where we can reach you to help complete this generous pledge.  I will send in all the pledge cards once they are completed.  I'm hoping our center has 100% of our membership involved.
  

- there will also be opportunities throughout the year for us to practice together to make a connection with the Sakyong’s retreat. More information about that is forthcoming.

5) Thank you so much! 


Note for Centre Directors: 
All Canadian centres should send their pledge cards to:

The Shambhala Office of Finance & Development

1084 Tower Rd

Halifax, NS Canada B3H 2Y5

All non-Canadian centres (United States, Europe, etc) should send their pledge cards to:

Our Future

c/o The Sakyong Ladrang 

Historic Highland Building
885 Arapahoe Ave.
Boulder, CO USA 80302

All donations received will go to the Our Future fund. The two addresses are for processing and tax purposes only.
� People can of course go to the Our Future page on Shambhala.org or mail their cards in later but we are not emphasizing that since often people leave and forget to do so 





