Pitch Used at Karme Choling

Began by quoting the Vidyadhara 1977:

“Our community is growing by being squeezed…although our funds are tight, our vision is enormous.”

Compared that to the Sakyong at Dechen Choling 2007:

“People have been generous. We need to continue to be generous. Generosity should be part of our entire growth. We need to manifest Vajrayana culture in everything we do: our practice, our money, our lives, everything.”
Note that the Sakyong has been adamant of late that we need to shift our view in terms of how we relate to money and generosity. There is an expectation on us, the sangha that have just received such powerful teachings from him, who have such a powerful connection to him, to support this vision and his centers. To continue he said,

“Environment is really important for these teachings to occur. You can’t just walk up to someone at a train station and say, “Hey, do you want to know the nature of your mind?”  [turns to the Sakyong, “I thought that part was pretty funny.”] These teachings have to take place in an environment. That kind of environment is hard to create. We need to fully empower our practice centres and our Shambhala centres so that they become strong, so that they powerfully draw us to practice.”

When you think of giving to Shambhala what do you think of?

Confederate in the audience: “Blackhole! A blackhole!” [laughter]

Great! This is good news because I happen to carry around with me a picture of a blackhole [pulls out a print out of a blackhole, laughter]. I swear, never met that guy in my life. [laughter] The thing is, I’m going to demonstrate that money going to Shambhala is not going to a blackhole, that such an assumption is merely an illusion. [as piece of paper is being folded up] The money actually goes to support for the Sakyong and his core staff, both the staff that travels with him, supporting his day-to-day activities and also the staff in Halifax that carries forward his vision with curriculum development, handling the finances of the mandala, and so on.

So instead of the illusion of a black hole we have [unfolds the piece of paper to reveal that it has transformed into a picture of a mandala] a unified mandala of support. [laughter, applause]

Tonight there is a change from the traditional fundraiser in two ways:

1) We are beginning to look at our situation as a unified mandala – proceeds raised tonight go to Karme Choling as the home of the Sakyong and also towards Shambhala core services. 

2) This is one step forward in taking the unified mandala approach as advocated by the newly formed Dana Group, a group of professional fundraisers which for the first time in sangha history: 

a) takes on changing the view of money

b) looks not only at eliminating our debt but raising the $26,000,000 needed to carry forth all the projects the Sakyong is currently envisioning

With that much being said I would like to invite you to not just consider this as a mandala offering, giving to the sangha, but instead giving to our own family. We are at Karme Choling, a reunion spot of sorts for all of us. This is the Sakyong’s home, and this our home.

When we asked permission of either this man [the Sakyong] or his father to enter the Vajrayana path we asked to enter into a situation where there is no longer any hesitation. The Sakyong is not hesitating anymore; this vision continues to be enormous, so we can’t hesitate either. The more we can create the ways and means for the Sakyong to manifest the more he can bring us this enormous vision.

Invitation to blessing line

[Note: the reason this pitch was so well received was that there was the ground was a genuine basis in the dharma teachings of the Vidyadhara and Sakyong the path an explanation of where the funds go that included a light touch and sense of humor, and the fruition a heartfelt “ask.”]
